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PRESS RELEASE

August 10, 2006

Living Rivers Council files a MOTION TO ENFORCE our agreement with the City of St. Helena

                    Earlier this year, after discovering the City of St. Helena hadn’t enough money to implement the approved St Helena flood plan, (Enhanced Minimum Plan A or EMP-A), the City unveiled a new, less expensive, more limited flood plan, the 2006 Plan.  The City and LRC had a binding agreement that the Enhanced Minimum Plan-A shall be implemented with agreed upon environmental protections. With the onset of the new 2006 Plan the City’s and LRC’s consultants have both studied the environmental consequences of this new plan, and their conclusions vary significantly. 
                    LRC is concerned that the 50% increase in velocity of flood waters caused by the 2006 Plan design elements will cause significantly more river bank erosion than did the EMPA.  LRC requested that the City agree to a thorough environmental study which reconciles the current discrepancy and consider altering the 2006 Plan, if necessary, to significantly reduce environmental impacts from the project.   The reason high water velocities are alarming is that they create the levels of erosion and sediment redistribution disastrous not only for the viability of fish populations, but for the structure of the river banks, the riparian forest that holds them together, and, subsequently, the lands and structures — homes and even roads — as the river’s banks erode.  
                    This foreseeable damage is both short and long term.  Once it begins, it is almost impossible to stop. LRC is looking at the long-term health of the whole river, as is its charter, and in that role, has requested that the City re-evaluate the plan and make such adjustments as are necessary to create a good plan that will help people without causing fundamental damage to the river ecosystem and hydrology. 
                    LRC attempted to discuss the problems with the City which included LRC’s alarm regarding increased velocities. LRC requested that the City provide written assurance that on-going discussions could begin immediately to remedy the problem. The City agreed. However, the time came and went and LRC heard nothing from the City, so now, regrettably, LRC must enforce the legal and binding contract that we signed on the 2005 Enhanced Minimum Plan- A. 
      As this process goes forward, LRC wants to work with the City to find a way to improve the 2006 Plan so that it is good for people and good for the river. LRC’s basic philosophy is that if people do well by the river, the river will do well by the people. There is a long-term problem of coexistence between people and rivers and any solution must work for both for their long-term health, safety and welfare.”
